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New AWSC pig and poultry research fellow  

The AWSC is pleased to announce the ap-

pointment of Jean -Loup Rault to the posi-

tion of pig and poultry research fellow at 

the University of Melbourne.  

Jean-Loup has recently completed his PhD at Purdue 

University under the supervision of Dr Don Lay. He 

has previously worked with Dr Xavier Boivin and Dr 

Alain Boissy at INRA in France where he received his 

MSc in ethology from the University of Paris. 

His research interests focus on the potential for posi-

tive social interactions to enhance animal well-being, 

with an emphasis on social support.. His PhD research 

aimed to elucidate the involvement of oxytocin in social 

behavior and he was recently assigned a plenary pres-

entation at the International Society for Applied Ethol-

ogy (ISAE) conference in Indianapolis.  

Jean-Loup has considerable knowledge of behavior, 

endocrinology, neurophysiology and immunology and 

has worked with an array of species: swine, veal calves, 

sheep, horses, beef and dairy cattle. 

In a bold move to ensure research capability in pigs and 

poultry, his position at the University of Melbourne has 

been funded by Australian Pork Limited, Australian 

Egg Corporation Limited and the Rural Industries 

Research Corporation (chicken meat). 

Jean-Loup will be òon deckó from the end of Septem-

ber and we look forward to his research input as the 

AWSC continues to deliver important research in 

pigs and poultry.  

New-look AWSC website on-line 

The AWSC has recently launched its new website which has been designed to give the 

AWSC a new on -line presence along with a more intuitive experience for users.  

The URL has not changed and the site can be accessed at www.animalwelfare.net.au 

The site has a òblogó page and we would be interested in your feedback on the site and our research programs. 
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It is over 2 years since the Victorian bush fires which claimed the life of our friend and sci-

entist John Barnett and his wife Jenny.  

John and Jennyõs memory lives on, however through student awards at the Universities of 

Melbourne and Sydney.  

The John and Jenny Barnett Memorial Prize has been established by family and friends of John and Jenny Barnett and 

is  awarded annually to a student undertaking a project in animal welfare at the University of Melbourne  

This yearõs winner was Hei Man Ho who received his prize from Jennyõs brother Jim Forse and his wife Elizabeth at 

the recent Deanõs Honours and Awards Presentation. 

Hei Manõs Masters project focuses on the influence of space and nest boxes on aggression and feather pecking in 

laying hens. 

Greg Cronin, from the University of Sydney, was instrumental in establishing the John Barnett Memorial Prize for 

the best animal welfare science essay. The prize is presented annually to a third year student in the Bachelor of 

Animal and Veterinary Bioscience Degree, Faculty of Veterinary Science, The University of Sydney.  

This yearõs winner, Katherine Ashley, wrote an excellent essay which discussed the role of heat shock proteins in 

regards to assessing welfare in farmed fish. 

John Barnett Student Awards  

Hei Man Ho with Jim and Elizabeth Forse  

Katherine Ashley  Life in the Zoos  

The social and inquisitive orang -utan group, the naughty and intimidating pride of lion 

brothers and the alert and feisty family of meerkats at Melbourne Zoo all have one thing 

in common ð they are exposed to the regular presence of unfamiliar humans watching 

their every move. So how do these unfamiliar (and often rowdy) humans affect these ani-

mals? This is what Sally Sherwen is hoping to answer in her PhD at the University of Mel-

bourne.  

Sally writes, òunderstanding animal behaviour in zoos is important not only to identify any opportunities to en-

hance animal welfare, but in addition, understanding behaviour can also be used as a means to enhance visitor 

experience and education, ultimately leading to strong public support of Zoos. 

But in order to develop a thorough understanding of zoo animal behaviour, we must know how all features of the 

zoo environment affect the animals. Significant progress has been made in understanding the impact of aspects 

such as enclosure design and group structure on animals, but the effect of the zoo visitor on animals is one impor-

tant feature of the zoo environment that remains poorly understood. 

Even just a brief walk around Melbourne zoo will demonstrate the variety of responses of animals to humans. 

There is the pair of white-cheeked gibbons that spend most of their day hanging from the 

viewing window staring face to face at visitors, there is also Rigo, the dominant silverback 

known to threaten human onlookers and then there are the animals like the snow leopards 

who rarely lift their heads to take a look at the audience.  

These behaviours are plain to see, but the science behind such human-animal interactions in 

zoos is lacking. My PhD project aims to fill this gap and provide a thorough understanding of 

visitor effects on zoo animals. Having the expertise of supervisors including Professor Paul 

Hemsworth (University of Melbourne), Dr Michael Magrath (Zoos Victoria) and Professor 

Clive Phillips (University of Queensland) is a huge advantage and I hope to unravel some of 

these mysteries soon.ó 

If youõre interested in hearing more about how she plans to approach this question, or just want to discuss the 

topic, feel free to send her an email at s.sherwen@student.unimelb.edu.au  

Photo courtesy Jim Rule  

Sally Sherwen  
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On Monday 11th July at Attwood, The Animal Welfare Science Centre presented this seminar which looked at 

a retailerõs perspective on the influence of customers on animal welfare changes and some ways in which re-

search and industry are dealing with the assessment and monitoring of animal welfare.  

Over 80 people from a wide range of sectors attended the seminar.  

Speakers: 

Jackie Healing, Head of Quality, Policy and Governance, Coles Supermarkets: òCustomer insights - how customers make purchasing decisions and 

what that has meant for Coles in terms of animal welfare initiatives and how we communicate themó 

Grahame Coleman, Animal Welfare Science Centre, School of Psychology and Psychiatry, Monash University: òMonitoring stockpeople attitudes 

and their relationship with animal welfareó  

Ellen Jongman, Animal Welfare Science Centre, Department of Primary Industries, Victoria: òWelfare assessment of dairy cows and how it may 

be used to benchmark their welfareó 

Kirsty Richards, Chris Richards & Associates, Bendigo, Victoria: òWelfare QA (PigCare) in the Australian pig industry - Does it deliver?ó 

Presentations can be viewed at www.animalwelfare.net.au and video presentations can be viewed at www.vimeo.com/awsc 
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Visiting student from Spain  

Ramon Muns Vila is a second year PhD student from 

the Autonomus University of Barcelona, Catalonia 

(Spain).  

He is working in improving welfare conditions and management 

strategies in farrowing facilities in order to enhance sows performance 

and reduce piglets mortality during lactation.  

Ramon will be doing a 6 months-long internship collaborating with the 

AWSC and working in human-animal interactions, specially in piglets 

positive conditioning with human presence at early stages of life. 

Where are they now? 
Lauren Edwards started working as a lecturer at the Unitec 

Institute of Technology, Auckland, in January 2011. During 

Semester one she has taught at a variety of levels, from 

Certificates through to third year degree students.  

Her teaching includes animal handling skills and nutrition, as well the more familiar 

topics of applied animal behaviour and welfare. The students she teaches can go on 

to become qualified vet nurses, animal welfare inspectors or dog trainers, and 

Unitec also teaches more general qualifications such as animal care and 

management, and a degree in applied science. Lauren writes that òthe teaching 

approach here is very interactive, with lots of student support in a safe and friendly 

environment.ó 

Lauren has enrolled in the Graduate Diploma of 

Higher Education to further her skills as a 

lecturer.  

Lauren works in the Department of Natural 

Sciences and the focus on working with animals 

is really pleasant. Many staff bring their dogs to 

work, and the research team is split between 

people who work in animal welfare, vet science 

and biodiversity/conservation. In terms of 

research, her current focus is publishing various 

papers relating to work she did at AWSC but 

she is also applying for funding to continue her 

research in the area of poultry welfare 

(broilers). Unitec has two on-site vet clinics and works in close collaboration with 

the SPCA and Auckland Zoo.  

Lauren can be contacted at ledwards@unitec.ac.nz 

Jackie Healing Ellen Jongman 

http://www.animalwelfare.net.au
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CONTACT DETAILS: 

Animal Welfare Science Centre 

Melbourne School of Land & Environment 

The University of Melbourne 

Parkville 

Victoria 3010 

Phone: +61 (0) 3 8344 8933 

Fax:+61 (0) 3 8933 5037 

E-mail: awsc-info@unimelb.edu.au 

If you have any comments, questions or 

suggestions, please contact our Executive 

Officer,  Jeremy Skuse at our Parkville Of-

fices. 

Please feel free to pass this newsletter 

on to those who may be interested. 

If you wish to be removed from our mailing list, 

please send an email to: 

awsc-info@unimelb.edu.au 

Quoting òremoveó in the subject line. 

www.animalwelfare.net.au 

ISAEñIndianapolis 

The AWSC was well -represented at the recent International Society of Applied Ethology Conference in Indianapolis. Stu-

dent and scientists of the centre presented papers and posters which are available at http://www.ars.usda.gov/meetings/

ISAE2011/ISAE%202011%20Proceedings.pdf  

Congratulations to Joanna Engel and Judi Stella whose posters were awarded 2nd and 3rd prize respectively in the Student 

Poster Competition  

Katherine S. Betts (OSU) , Steve Moeller, Henry Zerby, Sara Crawford, Megan Bishop, and Michael Cressman: Effects of ractopamine on behavior of purebred 

Berkshire swine. Page 134 

Naomi Botheras (OSU) , Jessica Pempek, Drew Enigk and Paul Hemsworth: Relationship between amount of human contact and fear of humans in turkeys. Page 

88 

Sara Crawford (OSU) , Steven Moeller and Paul Hemsworth: Characteristics of stockperson interactions with pigs in swine finishing facilities. Page 89 

Joanna Engel (UoM) , Yoni Bont and Paul Hemsworth: Effect of cage design on consistency of orientation and location during oviposition of laying hens. Page 118 

Lauren Hemsworth (Monash) , Ellen Jongman and Grahame Coleman: Factors predicting horse welfare outcomes from a recreational horse ownerõs performance 

of key horse husbandry practices. Page 147 

Ellen Jongman (DPIV) , Kym Butler and Paul Hemsworth: The effects of space allowance and exercise for greyhounds on welfare. Page 108 

Tammie King (Monash) , Linda Marston and Pauleen Bennett: The development of a behavior assessment to identify òamicableó dogs. Page 25 

Jessica Pempek (OSU) , Maurice Eastridge, Naomi Botheras, Candace Croney, and W. Bowen: Effects of alternative housing and feeding systems on the perform-

ance and behavior of dairy heifer calves. Page 130 

Maxine Rice (UoM), Jennifer Chow and Paul Hemsworth: Changes in aggression over time in pregnant sows post-mixing. Page 140 

Judi Stella (OSU) , Candace Croney, Tony Buffington: Behavior and Physiologic Measures in Domestic Cats in Enriched and Stressed Environments. Page 128 

Megan Verdon (UoM) and Paul Hemsworth: The relationship between aggression, feeding time and injuries in pregnant group-housed sows. Page 139 
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